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CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 1336 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, GT 

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES THAT ITS CANDIDATE, GENERAL KJELL 
LAUERUD, HAS WON PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 

REF: GUATEMALA 1261 

1. WITH THE ELECTORAL REGISTRY'S MARCH 6 ANNOUNCEMENT 

THAT GOVERNMENT-BACKED MLN-PID COALTION CANDIDATE GENERAL 

LAUGERUD DEFEATED HIS PRINCIPAL OPPONENT, LEFT-OF-CENTER 

CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE GENERAL RIOS MONTT, IN THE MARCH 

3 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS BY A VOTE OF 260,000 TO 

225,000, THE GOVERNMENT HAS MADE CLEAR ITS FIRM 

INTENTION TO STEAL THE ELECTION FOR LAUGERUD. 

THE PRECISE DEGREE OF FRAUD IS UNCLEAR, BUT IT IS 
SUBSTANTIAL, AND THE EXISTENCE OF FRAUD IS 
RECOGNIZED BY A WIDE SEGMENT OF THE BODY POLITIC, 
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GUATEMALANS. 

2. RIOS' ATTEMPTS TO COUNTER THE GOG ACTION VIA 
PEACEFUL MEANS HAS BEEN INEFFECTIVE THUS FAR. WE 
BELIEVE THE ONLY WAY HE COULD FRUSTRATE A LAUGERUD 
TAKE-OVER IS THROUGH AN EFFECTIVE NATIONWIDE STRIKE 
OR PUTTING LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE WILLING TO DO 
BATTLE WITH SECURITY FORCES INTO THE STREET. AT 

THIS POINT IT DOES NOT LOOK AS THOUGH HE CAN DO 
EITHER, AND WE ARE NOT SURE HE WILL EVEN TRY. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF A SERIOUS CONFRONTATION NEVERTHELESS 
CONTINUES TO EXIST. 

3. IN THE LONG TERM, IF LAUGERUD DOES TAKE OFFICE, 

AS HE PROBABLY WILL, HE WILL START FROM WEAK 
POSITION. HE WOULD BE HAMPERED BY THE 

FACT THAT HE WOULD TAKE OFFICE IN CONTRAVENTION 

OF THE DESIRE OF THE MAJORITY OF THE VOTERS AND WOULD OWE 

HIS VICTORY IN LARGE PART TO HIS HARDLINE RIGHT-WING, 

VIOLENCE-PRONE RUNNING MATE MARIO SANDOVAL, WHO 

WAS THE PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT OF THE FRAUD WHICH 

PUT HIM IN POWER. ALTHOUGH LAUGERUD COULD BE 

EXPECTED TO SEEK CORDIAL US-GUATEMALAN RELATIONS, 

HE WILL NOT BE IN A GOOD POSITION TO PUSH STRONGLY 
FOR THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL REFORMS WHICH WE 
BELIEVE TO BE IN GUATEMALA'S INTEREST. 

MELOY 
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